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Force—West, where he was responsible for
planning the first national election and con-
stitutional referendum in Irag’s history. His ef-
forts allowed every voter to cast their vote in
a safe and secure environment.

In 2009, Colonel Brennan was promoted to
Colonel, and served as the Commanding Offi-
cer of Headquarters and Service Battalion at
Quantico, Virginia. This battalion has the dis-
tinction of being the largest battalion level for-
mation in the Marine Corps with over 3,200
members. His efforts ensured that each of the
26 major commands he led received the same
consistency of form and effort in managing
their training, education, administration and
legal matters to allow them to focus on their
primary missions.

A few years later, in 2013, Colonel Brennan
again moved outside the Marine Corps to sup-
port operations at the combatant command
level. He was assigned to the U.S. Northern
Command as its liaison to the U.S. Southern
Command. During this period, he was as-
signed to support the training and execution of
domestic disaster relief operations in the great
states of Washington, Nebraska, Wisconsin,
Mississippi and New York. His knowledge and
expertise in humanitarian assistance and dis-
aster relief operations assisted each state’s
joint task force in smoothly incorporating the
active military forces within the legal con-
straints for operations on domestic soil.

During his decades of service, Colonel
Brennan served with distinction in support of
anti-terrorism operations, including Operation
Provide Comfort, Operation Iraqgi Freedom,
and Operation Freedom’s Sentinel. He aided
in support of crisis response missions around
the globe including tsunami relief operations in
Thailand, Indonesia and the Maldives, Haitian
refugee operations, and multiple typhoon relief
operations in the Philippines, as well as in the
United States. He commanded at all levels,
the battery, battalion and regimental, and has
supported operations both domestically and
overseas.

Colonel Brennan’s career is distinguished by
his willingness and desire to serve our nation,
the Marine Corps, and the brave marines and
sailors he has had the privilege to lead each
and every day. He is a man who served faith-
fully and to the best of his abilities in all posi-
tions to which he was assigned, which has
made him invaluable to the Marine Corps and
to our nation. He successfully used his skills
as a commander, leader and mentor, both in
the field and in garrison. It is likely that much
of Colonel Brennan’s service will never fully be
recognized, but his leadership will be remem-
bered for years to come.

In addition, over the three and a half dec-
ades Colonel Brennan served our nation, Mrs.
Laura Brennan, his wife, has been avidly dedi-
cated to serving the people of the United
States. Noted as a counselor and leader, Mrs.
Brennan serves as an assistant town attorney
for the Town of Islip in New York, while main-
taining a private practice. She is also active in
the fight for autism awareness, both in her
community and at the national level. Her
greatest professional accomplishment has
been helping advocate for military children on
the spectrum to gain better access to appro-
priate care.

Mrs. Brennan continues to be involved in a
multitude of organizations in West Islip, NY
area while also raising their two school-aged
children. | am fortunate to have known the
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Brennan family since 2001, and | am extraor-
dinarily proud of the work they have done for
our nation and will continue do in the future.

On behalf of my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle, | would like to recognize Colonel
Brennan’s outstanding accomplishments, cou-
rageous attitude, and his past and present de-
votion to our nation. | want to congratulate
him, his wife Laura, and their children, Caro-
line and Charlotte on the completion of a long
and highly distinguished career.

In closing, may God continue to bless the
Brennans and may they have “fair winds and
a following sea” as they embark on a new
journey of service to our beloved nation.

Semper Fidelis.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, on
June 21, 2017, | was not present for the re-
corded votes on Roll Call Nos. 311, 312, 313,
314, and 315. Had | been present, | would
have voted: NAY on the motion to table the
appeal of the ruling of the Chair; NAY on the
motion on ordering the previous question on
the rule for providing consideration of both
H.R. 1873 and H.R. 1654; NO on agreeing to
the resolution providing for consideration of
H.R. 1873; AYE on agreeing to the Carbajal of
California Part A Amendment and; NO on the
passage of the Electricity Reliability and For-
est Protection Act.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF BABCOCK &
WILCOX

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Babcock & Wilcox, a power gen-
eration company which employs hundreds of
Ohioans in Ohio’s 16th District. B&W cele-
brates its 150th Anniversary on June 22,
2017, and since its founding, it has become a
global leader in energy and environmental
technologies, as well as services for power
and industrial markets.

In its 150 years, B&W produced a number
of historic firsts. It supplied energy for the first
electric street lights. It powered New York’s
first subway. It built components for the USS
Nautilus, the world’s first nuclear-powered sub.
It also pioneered emissions control tech-
nologies that allowed utilities to comply with
the Clean Air Act.

As B&W celebrates 150 years in business,
| would like to congratulate them on their sto-
ried achievements and wish them success in
their next 150.

E883
HONORING J. MICHAEL GILLILAND

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize J. Michael
Gilliland. Michael is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 692,
and earning the most prestigious award of
Eagle Scout.

Michael has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Michael has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Mi-
chael has led his troop as the Assistant Senior
Patrol Leader, earned the rank of Brave in the
Tribe of Mic-O-Say, and become a member of
the Order of the Arrow. Michael has also con-
tributed to his community through his Eagle
Scout project. Michael constructed a round rail
fence around an underground shelter at the
Rotary Youth Camp in Lee’s Summit, Mis-
souri, making it safer for wheel-chair bound
campers to access the shelter in an emer-
gency situation.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending J. Michael Gilliland for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

HONORING MS. LYNN BUSH

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the retirement of a tireless public
servant in Bucks County. Ms. Lynn Bush, the
Executive Director of the Bucks County Plan-
ning Commission and Chief Clerk of the Coun-
ty, retired last week after more than eighteen
years serving her friends and neighbors. The
work Ms. Bush has done throughout her ca-
reer has helped the businesses of Bucks
County to flourish, and oversaw the preserva-
tion of Bucks County’s 200th farm, as part of
her passionate work protecting open space in
the county. Her service stands as a reminder
that we make a life by what we give others.

A TRIBUTE TO LIVY GREEN

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Livy
Green, a graduate of Nodaway Valley High
School in Greenfield, lowa. Livy was recently
honored for outstanding academic achieve-
ment at the Fifteenth Annual Governor's
Scholar Recognition on April 30, 2017.

This statewide program is sponsored by the
lowa Governor’s Office, the lowa High School
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